
BLACK BEAR MORTALITY IN MARYLAND 
1985-2004 

 
YEAR ILLEGAL ROAD 

KILL 
OTHER UNKNOWN HUNTER 

HARVEST 
TOTAL 

1985 0 0 0 0 N/A 0 
1986 2 2 0 0 N/A 4 
1987 3 2 0 0 N/A 5 
1988 0 2 1 1 N/A 4 
1989 3 1 2 0 N/A 6 
1990 1 4 0 0 N/A 5 
1991 1 8 1 0 N/A 10 
1992 3 5 1 0 N/A 9 
1993 1 5 1 2 N/A 9 
1994 2 10 0 0 N/A 12 
1995 4 9 2 1 N/A 16 
1996 0 8 1 1 N/A 10 
1997 3 13 1 3 N/A 20 
1998 2 11 1 0 N/A 14 
1999 3 23 2 2 N/A 30 
2000 7 20 2 1 N/A 30 
2001 4 30 3 4 N/A 41 
2002 1 27 3 6 N/A 37 
2003 10 38 3 6 N/A 57 
2004 6 29 0 5 20* 60 

TOTAL 56 247 24 32 20 379 
 
 

*Maryland’s first black bear hunting season in 51 years was held in 2004.  
Therefore, 2004 represents the first year of hunter harvest black bear mortality. 
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